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TICKETS: FilmPittsburgh.org TICKETS: FilmPittsburgh.org 

Tickets are available in advance at 
FilmPittsburgh.org

 
Online sales end at 10am for 

that night’s film(s).
 

If not sold out, remaining tickets 
will be sold at the venue 

beginning 30 minutes prior 
to show time.

SINGLE TICKETS

In Person Opening Night 
& Beatles-Themed Cocktail  
Reception

•	 $36 General Admission 

•	 $136 Festival Friend: 
	 ($36 ticket + $100 charitable 	
	 contribution)

Closing Day – Double Feature 
Matchmaking & Matchmaking 2 
with Sweet Treats from 
Oakmont Bakery 

•	 $25 General Admission 		
	 Double Feature

•	 Single film tickets available, 	
	 $18 each film

•	 $100 Festival Friend: 		
	 ($25 ticket + $75 charitable 	
	 contribution)

In Person and Virtual

•	 $18 General Admission

•	 $100 Festival Friend: 		
	 ($18 ticket + $82 charitable 	
	 contribution)

•	 $10 – Age 25 and under  
	 (with ID, in person, at door 
	 only, does not include 		
	 opening night)

•	 $5 – Students (full-time 
	 with ID, in person, at door 
	 only, does not include 		
	 opening night)

PASSES

Combo In Person & Virtual 
(DOES NOT INCLUDE OPENING NIGHT)

($306 value) 

•	 $150 Early Bird – by April 20

•	 $180 Regular Price

Combo Passholders save $10 
each on admission to the 
National Comedy Center for up 
to 4 people!

Virtual Films  
($108 value) 

•	 $65 Early Bird – by April 20

•	 $80 Regular Price

IN-PERSON SCREENINGS 

VENUES

McConomy Auditorium 
Carnegie Mellon University 
(inside the Cohon University Center)
(MAY 3 ONLY) 

5034 Forbes Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Paid parking is available in the 
East Campus Garage, a short 
walk from the theater. 

The Oaks Theater
(APRIL 24-MAY 2, MAY 4) 

310 Allegheny River Blvd 
Oakmont, PA 15139

Free street parking is 
available in the neighborhood 
surrounding the theater. 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Our venues are wheelchair 
accessible. We are happy to 
provide ASL or audio description 
with advance notice. Please 
reserve one week in advance by 
calling 412-426-FILM (3456) or 

email us Info@FilmPittsburgh.
org. The Oaks Theater does not 
have an accessible restroom 
but one is available at the 
restaurant next door. Please 
reach out with any questions 
about accommodations. 

Q&As / PANELS / FILM 
SCHMOOZE
Some in-person screenings are 
followed by Q&As and/or panel 
discussions with members of 
the filmmaking teams and/or 
local guests. 

Additionally, there will be 
opportunities for you to  
discuss certain films with fellow 
audience members through 
engaging Film Schmooze 
discussions sponsored by 
University of Pittsburgh, Jewish 
Studies Program. Look for Film 
Schmooze information on 
individual film pages in this 
guide and on our website. 

VIRTUAL SCREENINGS
Film distributors dictate where 
and when our selected films can 
be streamed. All of this year’s 
virtual offerings are available 
for viewing in Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, and Ohio. Virtual 
films are available for viewing 
from April 25 – May 4 and are 
available to view for 48 hours 
after you begin watching until 
11:59pm on May 4.

EVENTIVE PLATFORM
If you joined us for virtual 
viewing in the past, your 
Eventive account is already 
active! You must use the same 
email address to access your 
existing account. From this 

platform, you will watch films 
and vote! If you’re new to this 
platform, you will receive an 
email after your ticket purchase 
telling you how to easily 
activate your free account. 

VOTING FOR AUDIENCE 
AWARDS – VIRTUAL 
FILMS ONLY
We announce Audience Awards 
at the end of all of our festivals, 
so please rate each film after 
you watch it. Here’s how: allow 
the credits to play all the way 
through to the end. You will 
automatically be taken back to 
the “Watch Now” page where 
you will see a button to rate the 
film. If you have any issues with 

this process, please reach out to 
us at Info@FilmPittsburgh.org 
so we can help you!

HELP WITH VIRTUAL FILMS
Watch.eventive.org

All virtual screenings will take 
place on Eventive. For help 
with virtual viewing, please 
see the Virtual FAQs page on 
our website or visit watch.
eventive.org and click on 
“Need Help” in the upper  
right corner.

Info@FilmPittsburgh.org

If you are still having technical 
difficulties, please reach out. 
While we can’t improve your 
internet connection, we’ve 

mastered this virtual platform 
and are standing by to help you 
connect so you don’t miss any 
of these great films!

The fastest way to reach us is 
by email: 

Info@FilmPittsburgh.org

Or call us at 412-426-FILM 
(3456). Someone will return 
your call as quickly as possible, 
but definitely within 24 hours. 

CONTENT / RATINGS
We have made every effort to 
list adult content after the film 
description. Independent films 
are not rated and may contain 
disturbing language or images. 

All content is subject to change.

CMU McConomy Auditorium 
Please join us at McConomy Auditorium, located at 5034 Forbes Ave on the first floor of the Cohon University Center. Paid parking 
is available for your convenience in the East Campus Garage, a 2-minute walk from the Center.
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IN PERSON
Midas Man
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Joe Stephenson
2024, UK, 112 minutes

English

Our Opening Night film is a stylish musical biopic that 
explores the life of Brian Epstein, the visionary Jewish 
manager whose bold guidance propelled the Beatles to 
their meteoric rise and global stardom. Known as the 
“fifth Beatle,” Epstein ushered the scrappy Liverpool 
band from smoky backroom clubs to sold-out stadiums, 
but his brilliance was at times overshadowed by his own 
personal demons. Jacob Fortune-Lloyd (The Queen’s 
Gambit) delivers an incredibly raw and authentic portrayal 
of Epstein, a world class disrupter long before anyone ever 
started using that terminology.  Featuring a wonderfully 
nostalgic soundtrack and the kaleidoscopic backdrop 
of the Swinging Sixties in London, Midas Man delivers a 
wonderfully bittersweet portrayal of the man who made 
sure the entire world came to know the Beatles!

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 OPENING NIGHT

OPENING NIGHT

MIDAS MAN
Thursday, April 24

OPENING NIGHT PARTY 
Join us for our Opening Night Beatles-themed cocktail 
reception with light bites at 6:30pm before the screening. 
We’ll celebrate the music of the Beatles and launch our 
32nd JFilm Festival in style.

Thursday, April 24

6:30pm Cocktail Reception 
7:30pm Film

The Oaks Theater

Special ticket price applies
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 CLOSING NIGHT

CLOSING DAY – DOUBLE FEATURE – FILM ONE
IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
Matchmaking 
JFilm Encore Presentation
Director: Erez Tadmor
2022, Israel, 96 minutes

Hebrew and Yiddish with subtitles

Like a modern-day Romeo, Moti (Amit Rahav from Netflix’s 
Unorthodox) falls head over heels for his sister’s friend 
Nechama, but isn’t allowed to date the charming, beautiful 
young woman because she comes from a Mizrahi (Middle 
Eastern) family, not an Ashkenazi (European) family like 
his own. To the great despair of both his parents and an 
exasperated matchmaker, he goes to comical lengths to 
pursue his one true love. Featuring an award-winning cast, 
this Israeli box office sensation delivers a healthy dose of 
laughter in a lighthearted tale of love and tolerance.

Winner: Audience Award – 2023 Miami Jewish Film Festival

“The take-home in this polished box office hit is that the ultra-
Orthodox may take their matchmaking seriously, but love is 
love, especially in a Haredi rom-com.” – Jessica Steinberg, The 
Times of Israel

With sweet treats from Oakmont Bakery

Sunday, May 4, 3:15pm

The Oaks Theater

CLOSING DAY – DOUBLE FEATURE – FILM TWO
IN PERSON
Matchmaking 2
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Erez Tadmor
2024, Israel, 110 minutes

Hebrew with subtitles

Our Closing Day double feature concludes with, 
Matchmaking 2, Israel’s biggest box office hit of the 
past year. This charming sequel finds Baruch at age 28, 
considered “over the hill” in the ultra-Orthodox world, 
desperately hoping to find his match.  Soon he finds himself 
head over heels in love with Shira, the daughter of tough 
Matchmaker Malki, who’s been trying to find his perfect 
pairing. Meanwhile, Malki attempts to match Baruch with 
Ruth, a kind baker with a heart full of hope. As Malki and 
Baruch both begin to meddle, in an effort to achieve their 
preferred outcomes, hilarity and potential heartbreak 
ensue.  Matchmaking 2 features a wonderful ensemble 
cast including Maor Schwietzer as Baruch, Irit Kaplan as 
Malki, Omer Nudelman, in her feature film debut, as Malki’s 
daughter, Shira, and Niv Sultan, Schwietzer’s real-life wife 
as Ruth.  Together they deliver wonderful performances 
that allow this romantic comedy to offer a dash of mischief, 
a pinch of mayhem, and a healthy dose of love, laughter and 
heartfelt tears.

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

“Matchmaking 2 is as hysterical as the original.” – Danielle 
Solzman – Solzy at the Movies

With sweet treats from Oakmont Bakery

Sunday, May 4, 5:30pm

The Oaks Theater
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*Film Schmooze is a casual post-film discussion sponsored by 
  the University of Pittsburgh – Jewish Studies program. 

IN PERSON
Ain’t No Back to 
a Merry-Go-Round
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Ilana Trachtman
2024, USA, 90 minutes

English

In June of 1960, despite the obstacles of sweltering summer 
heat and the violence of American Nazi Party counter-
protestors, a contingent of Black students from Howard 
University found themselves joined by white suburbanites, 
many of whom were Jewish to protest the segregated Glen 
Echo Amusement Park in Maryland.  Emmy-award winning 
director Ilana Trachtman reveals the story behind this 
unlikely alliance which was the first organized interracial 
civil rights protest in US history.  Featuring gripping historical 
footage and vivid firsthand testimonials her film highlights a 
little-known moment in US history. With narration by Jeffrey 
Wright and Mandy Patinkin, Ain’t No Back to a Merry-Go-
Round serves as a timely reminder of how far we’ve come 
and how far we still may have to go.

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Boston Jewish 
Film Festival, San Francisco Jewish Film Festival

Winner – Building Bridges Award – Atlanta Jewish Film Festival

“With its rich historical narrative and compelling delivery, this 
documentary is a must-watch that offers valuable lessons and 
lasting inspiration for all.” – Chris Jones, Overly Honest Reviews

Join us for Film Schmooze* led by Dr. Rachel Kranson,  
University of Pittsburgh, and Tim Smith, Center of Life,  
after the screening.

Thursday, May 1, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

IN PERSON
All God’s Children
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Ondi Timoner
2024, USA, 100 minutes

English

Facing ever-growing tensions between Jewish and Black 
Brooklynites and concerned about the future, a pair of 
spiritual leaders decide to embark on an experimental 
journey of interfaith exploration. Acclaimed filmmaker Ondi 
Timoner follows her sister, activist Rabbi Rachel Timoner, 
and her Congregation Beth Elohim as they partner with 
Reverend Dr. Robert Waterman and his Antioch Baptist 
Church, setting a course to attempt to heal centuries of 
racism and antisemitism in their communities. Shot over five 
years, the film reveals the struggles that threaten to drive 
the congregations apart—and it depicts their courage as they 
boldly share their truths and do what seems unimaginable 
in our current times. Both communities stay in the room, 
have difficult conversations, and listen to one another as 
they attempt to both understand and be understood. In the 
process, they become a shining example of what it means to 
truly honor and respect one another’s differences. 

Official Selection: Doc NYC, Miami Film Festival

“All God’s Children is unusual in that, although it, too, is very 
much in and about the present moment, it’s a film that’s also 
in dialogue — thoughtfully, and powerfully — with the past.” 
– Damon Wise, Deadline

Saturday, May 3, 2pm

CMU - McConomy Auditorium

JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 
(in alphabetical order)
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 

IN PERSON
Bad Shabbos
Film Pittsburgh Encore Presentation
Director: Daniel Robbins
2024, USA, 84 minutes

English

Kyra Sedgwick, Cliff “Method Man” Smith, and David 
Paymer lead an ensemble cast in the hilarious award-
winning comedy Bad Shabbos. This winner of the 
Audience Choice Award for Best Feature Film at the 
2024 Tribeca Film Festival finds David’s very Jewish 
family preparing for their traditional Shabbat dinner 
where they will meet and host his fiancée Meg’s 
devoutly Catholic parents for the first time. But things 
quickly spiral out of control when an accidental death, 
or could it be a murder, occurs, leaving the family to 
scramble to come up with a solution. What ensues 
is the biting satire and hilariously messy domestic 
mishigas that you might expect when an interfaith 
clash of families takes place on New York’s Upper West 
Side. Be prepared to leave reason and rationale at 
the door and laugh out loud at this dark comedy from 
director Daniel Robbins.

Official Selection: Tribeca, Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, 
Miami Jewish Film Festival

Winner: Audience Award – 2024 Tribeca Film Festival Best 
Narrative Feature Film

Saturday, May 3, 7pm

CMU – McConomy Auditorium

IN PERSON
Auction
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Pascal Bonitzer
2024, France, 91 minutes

English, French, German with subtitles

Auctioneer and modern art appraiser André lives, breathes, 
and sleeps his work. An expert in his field, he knows how to 
spot and close substantial deals with hefty payouts. That 
is, until he discovers a genuine Egon Schiele painting that 
was thought to be lost for nearly 70 years. Initially doubting 
its authenticity, André investigates the painting’s origins, 
learning that it was owned by a wealthy Austrian-Jewish 
collector before being looted by the Nazis. Presenting the 
chance to significantly boost his career, André races to close 
a deal on the painting, but faces professional and personal 
challenges along the way that compel him to reflect on 
his place in the fast-paced, cutthroat world of high art and 
finance. 

Official Selection: Miami Jewish Film Festival, Toronto Jewish 
Film Festival, UK Jewish Film Festival

Saturday, April 26, 4:30pm

The Oaks Theater
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 

IN PERSON
The Blond Boy  
from the Casbah
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Alexandre Arcady
2024, France, 134 minutes

French with subtitles

Antoine, a passionate and celebrated filmmaker, returns 
to his birthplace of Algiers accompanied by his young son. 
There to present his new film, an account of his mid-20th 
century childhood in Algeria during the country’s civil war, 
he and his son explore the city igniting a flood of nostalgia.  
Having emigrated to France with his family many years 
earlier, he reflects on his Sephardic upbringing as a child 
in a multicultural neighborhood of Jews, Muslims, and 
Christians. This semi-autobiographical dramedy finds a 
father and son bonding over tales of school, old friends, and 
an early fascination with cinema. As it comes to life on the 
streets of Algiers, Alexandre Arcady’s vibrant memoir, The 
Blond Boy from the Casbah, evokes the look and feel of a 
bygone era.

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

Monday, April 28, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
Charles Grodin: 
Rebel with a Cause
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: James Freedman
2024, USA, 92 minutes

English

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA, Charles Grodin’s amazing 
life is beautifully honored in director James Freedman’s 
new documentary, Charles Grodin: Rebel with a Cause. 
Known for his sharp wit and incredible depth as an actor, 
Grodin is often remembered for his brilliant performances 
in The Heartbreak Kid and Midnight Run.  A master in 
the art of deadpan, he delivered some of the most 
hilarious performances of his career during his numerous 
appearances on The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson 
and Late Night with David Letterman. But in an incredibly 
admirable twist, Grodin used his role as a CNBC talk show 
host to launch himself into the role of social activist.  
He became a fierce champion for prison reform and for 
the last twenty years of his life worked tirelessly to get 
several unfairly convicted women out of prison, many of 
whom were mothers of color with children at home. A true 
Pittsburgh hometown hero, his life story starts as a steady 
ripple of laughter that continues to rise only to surprise 
everyone and become a tidal wave of hope. 

Official Selection: World Premiere – Atlanta Jewish Film Festival

Friday, April 25, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

LOCAL CONNECTION
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TICKETS AT FILMPITTSBURGH.ORG

MONDAY
APRIL	

28
7 pm
The Blond Boy  
from the Casbah  (134m)

THE OAKS

WEDNESDAY
APRIL	

30
7 pm
Yaniv  (85m)

WITH GUESTS

THE OAKS

TUESDAY
APRIL	

29
7 pm
Sabbath Queen (105m)

WITH GUESTS

THE OAKS

THURSDAY
APRIL	

24
6:30 pm  Cocktail Reception 
7:30 pm  Film
Midas Man  (112m)

Preceded by Beatles-themed 
cocktail reception.

Special ticket price applies

THE OAKS

THURSDAY
MAY	

1
7 pm
Ain’t No Back to 
a Merry-Go-Round  (90m)

FILM SCHMOOZE*

THE OAKS

FRIDAY
MAY	

2
7 pm
The Glory of Life  (98m)

THE OAKS

FRIDAY
APRIL	

25
7 pm
Charles Grodin:  
Rebel with a Cause   (92m)

THE OAKS

SATURDAY
MAY	

3
2 pm
All God’s Children  (100m)

CMU

4:30 pm
Day Trippers  (97m)

CMU

7 pm
Bad Shabbos  (84m)

CMU

SUNDAY	
APRIL	

27
1:30 pm
Soul of a Nation  (105m)

THE OAKS

4 pm
Never Alone  (85m)

THE OAKS
FILM SCHMOOZE*

7 pm
Mazel Tov  (97m)

THE OAKS

SATURDAY
APRIL	

26
1:30 pm
Elie Wiesel: 
Soul on Fire  (87m)

WITH GUEST

THE OAKS

4:30 pm
Auction  (91m)

THE OAKS

7 pm
Come Closer  (107m)

CENTERPIECE

THE OAKS

SUNDAY
MAY	

4
3:15 pm
Matchmaking  (96m)

With sweet treats from Oakmont 
Bakery beginning at 2:45pm

Discounted ticket price applies 
for double feature

THE OAKS

5:30 pm
Matchmaking 2  (110m) 
With sweet treats from Oakmont  
Bakery beginning at 5pm

THE OAKS  
Discounted ticket price applies 
for double feature           

*Film Schmooze is a casual post-film discussion sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh – Jewish Studies program.

April 25-May 4
PA, WV, and OH  
Charles Grodin:  
Rebel with a Cause
Day Trippers
The Glory of Life
Matchmaking
Mazel Tov
Never Alone

CMU
McConomy Auditorium

THE OAKS
The Oaks Theater

   PLAYING VIRTUALLY

   VENUES

FESTIVAL
SCHEDULE

CLOSING DAY
DOUBLE FEATURE

OPENING NIGHT

Independent films are not rated and may contain disturbing language or images.
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 

CENTERPIECE
IN PERSON
Come Closer
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Tom Nesher
2024, Israel, 107 minutes

Hebrew with subtitles

Winner of Israel’s Ophir Award for Best Picture and 
their official selection for the Academy Awards for Best 
International Feature Film, Come Closer is a beautiful 
exploration of love, loss, and resilience. Lia Elalouf delivers 
a stunning performance in her feature film debut as Eden, 
a young woman who has been devastated by the sudden 
death of her younger brother, Nati. When Eden discovers 
that Nati had a secret girlfriend, she makes clandestine 
efforts to learn more and, in the process, embarks on a 
complicated journey of self-discovery. Inspired by director 
Tom Nesher’s personal tragedy—the death of a younger 
brother—the film received 13 Ophir Award Nominations 
and, in addition to the Best Picture win, earned Nesher 
a Best Director Award, Elalouf a Best Actress Award, and 
editor Shauly Melamed an award for Best Editing. Come 
Closer was an official selection at both the prestigious Palm 
Springs International Film Festival and the Tribeca Film 
Festival where it won the Tribeca Viewpoints Award.

Epilepsy Warning: This film may potentially trigger seizures 
for people with photosensitive epilepsy. 

Official Selection: Tribeca, Palm Springs Film Festival, Atlanta 
Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish Film Festival

Winner: Israel Ophir Awards for Best Picture, Best Director 
(Tom Nesher), Best Actress (Lia Elalouf), and Best Editing 
(Shauly Melamed) & Tribeca Viewpoints Award

Saturday, April 26, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
Day Trippers
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Veronica Kedar
2024, Israel, 97 minutes

English, Hebrew with subtitles

Zoe, a young British teen roaming the streets of 
Amsterdam and avoiding her mother’s funeral, randomly 
meets and enlists the help of, Ruth, an Israeli woman 
avoiding her own wedding, to secure some hallucinogenic 
mushrooms.  What ensues is one of the unlikeliest of 
buddy comedies as the two share a playful, psychedelic 
and unforgettable trip. Having formed an improbable 
connection, they wander the city together, escaping 
their troubles and sharing profound epiphanies all in the 
course of one wildly eventful and often otherworldly 
day.  Featuring wonderfully endearing and hilarious 
performances by lead actors, Nell Barlow and Naama 
Amit, Day Trippers is a charming and whimsical slice-of-
life dramedy that might be just what the “Green Doctor” 
ordered.  Director Veronica Kedar’s film is both grounded 
and nuanced and serves as an imaginative reminder 
that, with or without the help of hallucinogens, profound 
connections often happen when we least expect them.

Official Selection: Cinequest Film Festival, San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival

Saturday, May 3, 4:30pm

CMU – McConomy Auditorium
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 

IN PERSON
Elie Wiesel: Soul on Fire
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Oren Rudavsky
2024, USA, 87 minutes

English, French, German, Hebrew with subtitles

Through poignant detail and compelling visuals, this 
documentary pays homage to Nobel laureate and 
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel, whose renowned literary 
influence and human rights advocacy work has ensured 
the Holocaust will never be forgotten, nor will humanity’s 
responsibility to honor the victims and survivors. Through 
archival interviews with Wiesel and members of his 
family, award-winning filmmaker Oren Rudavsky weaves 
the story of Wiesel’s life, starting with his childhood in 
Romania and moving to the atrocities and devastation he 
experienced in Nazi concentration camps, culminating 
in his transformation into a seminal voice for justice 
and morality. Paired with striking, imaginative visuals, 
audiences are given an unprecedented glimpse into 
Wiesel’s personal thoughts and reflections as Wiesel 
describes his struggles with faith, survivor’s guilt, and 
navigating his role as a prominent activist, which inspired 
him to write his 1958 memoir, Night. Exploring the lasting 
legacy of Wiesel’s fight against indifference, the film 
demonstrates his profound impact on education, historical 
preservation, and his family, as his grandson honors  
his heritage. 

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

Post-film discussion led by Roberta Grossman, Executive 
Director of Jewish Story Partners.

Supported in part by Classrooms Without Borders

Saturday, April 26, 1:30pm

The Oaks Theater

IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
The Glory of Life
Pittsburgh Premiere
Directors: Judith Kaufmann, Georg Maas
2024, Germany, 98 minutes

German with subtitles

In the summer of 1923, amid his fight against tuberculosis, 
writer Franz Kafka travels to the seaside resort Graal-
Müritz to improve his living conditions—and leaves with 
an understanding of the glory of life. After meeting Dora 
Diamant, a dancer who works at the resort, Kafka—who 
struggles with his overbearing family and often keeps to 
himself—finds a connection he’s never known. As he and Dora 
grow closer and develop an understanding of one another, 
Kafka is inspired to live the remainder of his life to the fullest. 
Despite the health complications, Kafka travels to Berlin to 
be with Dora, where they experience a year together full of 
joy and love as well as hardship. Based on the true story of 
the last year of Franz Kafka’s life, this deeply touching film 
explores the power of love and its ability to bring light into 
our lives, even in the darkest of times. 

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Boca International 
Jewish Film Festival

Friday, May 2, 7pm

The Oaks Theater
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JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 

IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
Never Alone
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Klaus Härö
2024, Finland, 85 minutes

Finnish with subtitles

Never Alone tells the gripping story of Jewish refugees 
seeking safety in Finland during WWII. As Nazi influence 
grows, the Finnish-Jewish businessman Abraham Stiller 
(Ville Virtanen, Netflix’s Bordertown) risks everything 
to protect the refugee community. This powerful film 
showcases courage, resilience, and the fight for hope amidst 
overwhelming adversity. Based on actual events during 
World War II, celebrated director Klaus Härö (The Fencer, 
My Sailor, My Love) shines a light on the plight of Jewish 
refugees seeking sanctuary in Finland and the unwavering 
hero who risked everything to protect them. 

Content Warning: This film contains material that may be 
difficult for some viewers. Viewer discretion is advised.

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

Join us for Film Schmooze* led by Dr. Jonathan Zisook, 
University of Pittsburgh, after the screening.

Supported in part by the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh

Sunday, April 27, 4pm

The Oaks Theater

IN PERSON + VIRTUAL
Mazel Tov
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Adrián Suar
2025, Argentina, 97 minutes

Spanish with subtitles

Hoping to rebuild family ties with his estranged father 
and brothers, Dario travels from the US to his hometown 
in Argentina to attend his sister Daniela’s wedding and 
his niece’s Bat Mitzvah. As he and his three siblings make 
their way home, their father has a sudden stroke and 
passes away. Facing the decision as to whether they should 
move forward with the celebrations during the period of 
mourning, they find themselves thrust right back into the 
family dramas of old. As this group of quirky but often 
familiar characters painstakingly try to find a way past the 
hurts and misunderstandings of the past, a loving family 
with all its sibling rivalries, shortcomings, and strengths is 
joyfully revealed. Mazel Tov is an Argentinian comedy that 
delightfully reminds us that nothing ever goes quite  
as planned.

Official Selection: Boca International Jewish Film Festival,  
Miami Jewish Film Festival

Sunday, April 27, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

*Film Schmooze is a casual post-film discussion sponsored by 
  the University of Pittsburgh – Jewish Studies program. 
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IN PERSON
Sabbath Queen
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Sandi DuBowski
2024, USA, 105 minutes

English, Hebrew, Yiddish with subtitles

As a successor in a historied Ashkenazi rabbinic dynasty, 
Amichai Lau-Lavie’s life was paved with expectations 
from birth. However, conflicted by the rules of his 
Orthodox Jewish upbringing and a desire to live his life 
truthfully and authentically, Amichai chose to forge his 
own path and break new ground in the process. A Tribeca 
Best Documentary nominee, Sabbath Queen follows 
Amichai’s journey through two decades of his life as he 
challenges the customs of the Orthodox Jewish faith and 
navigates his position as a trailblazing spiritual leader. 
From establishing a first of its kind inclusive congregation, 
Lab/Shul, to developing his drag queen persona and 
being a queer father, this film explores every aspect of 
Amichai’s life with sincerity and intimacy. 

Through archival material, candid interviews, and 
thought-provoking commentary, Sabbath Queen explores 
the complex struggle between tradition and modernity, 
and one man’s lifelong attempt to find a bridge  
between them. 

Official Selection: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, Miami Jewish 
Film Festival

Followed by a Q&A with director Sandi DuBowski and 
special guest, Kohenet Keshira haLev Fife, Founding 
Kohenet of Kesher Pittsburgh

Tuesday, April 29, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

Community Partner: REEL Q: PITTSBURGH LGBTQ+ FILM FESTIVAL

IN PERSON
Soul of a Nation
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Jonathan Jakubowicz
2025, USA, Israel, 105 minutes

English and Hebrew with subtitles

Soul of a Nation is an inspiring and eye-opening film that 
delves into Israel’s most perilous chapter in recent history-a 
period defined by profound internal divisions, political 
unrest, and external threats that pushed the nation to 
the brink of collapse. Through candid interviews with key 
political leaders, including former Prime Ministers Naftali 
Bennett and Ehud Olmert, Knesset Member Simcha Rothman, 
former Supreme Court President Dorit Beinisch, former 
Israeli Ambassador to the United States Michael Oren, and 
former Foreign Ministers Tzipi Livni and Shlomo Ben Ami, the 
film takes you inside Israeli society through the perspectives 
of its most influential voices. Drawing on insights from 
Nobel laureates, Muslim leaders, peace activists, and other 
prominent figures, Soul of a Nation dismantles preconceived 
notions about one of the world’s most scrutinized countries, 
delivering an unfiltered look at the nation, its people, and 
the monumental challenges that will shape the lives of 
millions for generations to come.

Official Selection: Miami Jewish Film Festival, Boca Interna-
tional Jewish Film Festival

“Even during dark times of polarization, Soul of a Nation 
shows the importance of unity, even when it might seem 
impossible.” – Danielle Solzman – Solzy at the Movies

Sunday, April 27, 1:30pm

The Oaks Theater

JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 FILM GUIDE 
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IN PERSON
Yaniv
Pittsburgh Premiere
Director: Amnon Carmi
2024, USA, 85 minutes

English

What do you do when the cards aren’t in your favor? Change 
the game. When high school teacher Barry Bernstein loses 
funding for the annual school musical, he enlists the help of 
his colleague Jonah to cheat in an underground card game 
run by the Hasidic Jewish community. However, as the plan 
goes awry and secrets of Jonah’s past are revealed, the pair 
find themselves getting more than they bargained for. A 
wild ride from start to finish, Yaniv unpacks Jewish identity, 
male friendship, and public education through the lens of 
an absurd, madcap comedy. 

Official Selection: Miami Jewish Film Festival, UK Jewish  
Film Festival

Followed by Q&A with director/co-writer Amnon Carmi 
and actor/writer Ben Ducoff.

Wednesday, April 30, 7pm

The Oaks Theater

JFILM FESTIVAL
2025 FILM GUIDE 



JFILM FESTIVAL 2025 Page 29

FILM PITTSBURGH 2025 DONORS FILM PITTSBURGH 2025 DONORS
$2500 & up 

Nancy Bernstein & Rocky Schoen 

Susan & Dr. Robert J. Gluckman 

Judy & Norton Gusky 

Daryl Hutson & Pat Navarro 

Robert Levin & Kerry Bron 

Philip & Iris Samson 

Mindy & Chuck Spitz 

David Sufrin & Diane Samuels 

Marilyn & Robert Swedarsky 

 

$1000 - $2499 

The Burke Foundations

Eric Cooper & Naomi Siegel

Alan & Paula Dunn

Marian Finegold

Andrea & Jeff Fitting

Elaine Gelb

Mara Hellman

Hyman Family Foundation

Linda & James Joshowitz

Bruce Kestner

Sissy & Bill Lieberman

Judy O’Shea

Donald & Sylvia Robinson 
	 Family Foundation

Gil Schneider & Stefi Kirschner

Paul & Sarah Sloop

Jeff & Kathryn Spitz Cohan

Dr. Abraham Sudilovsky & 
	 Dr. Zulema Zattoni

Mark Weitzman & Marylynne Pitz

$500 - $999 

Anonymous (2)

Gerry Balbier

Tony & Marina Balko

Alex & Mimi Botkin

Steven Bush

Neil Diamant & Debbey 
	 Altman-Diamant

Ed Feinstein

Lisa Selvaggio Forgas & 
	 Michael Forgas

Stephen Glickman & Linda Shensa

Jonathan Green

Vicky & Steve Hoffman

Emily Medine & Michael Schwartz

Frank & Sarah Nass

Batia Rascoe

Larry & Sandy Rosen

Ronald Rosenfeld & Ilana Diamond

Barbara Rudiak

The Carol & Gary Schurman 
	 Family Fund

Sue & Peter Seiff

Leonard Silk

Marcia & Mel Solomon

Amy R. Spear

Jonathan & Susan Speicher

Erin & Bob Starzynski

James Turnbull

Diane & Hal Waldman

$200 - $499 

Anonymous (2)

Nancy Aronson

Joel Babkes

Alice Backer

Gloria Silberblatt Bodek

William M. Braslawsce

Lois Diamond Bron

Judith & David Ehrenwerth

Larry & Liz Eisenstatt

Andrea & Andrew Eller

Eva & Gary Friedman

Iris Gardner

Robert & Ellen Garvin

H. Arnold & Adrien B. Gefsky

Linda Geistman

Hanna Gruen

Marlene Haus

Dennis Henderson

Marc Hoffman

Rhonda & Mark Horvitz

Marilyn Hutson

Drs. Jann Johnston & Frank Bontempo

Isadore & Yetta Joshowitz 
	 Charitable Foundation

Eileen Lane

Ellie & Shelly Levine

Keith & Leigh Lewis

Paul & Susan Lieber

Paul Lyons & Betty Rothbart

Wendy & Peter Mars

William Meinhardt

Karen & Chuck Moellenberg

Robin Reid Mickey

Todd & Elaine Miller

Laurie Moser & Stewart Barmen

Paul & Avi Munro

Adi Rapport & John Spiegel

Oscar & Terri Reicher

Meryl Reis & Bill Spitz

Dodie & Ralph Roskies

Dan & Simone Rubin

Susan & Eric Safyan

Laura & Henry Schneiderman

Lynda Schuster & Dennis Jett

Barbara & Danny Shapira

Ed Shephard

Larry & Barbara Shuman

Keith Somers & Deborah Moss

Staley Capital Advisers, INC

William & Evelyn Wedner

Laurie Williams & Michael Waterkotte

Ken Zenkevich & Caroline Collins

Dylan Zsigray

Nellie Zuba

$100 - $199

Roy & Diana Arnold

Brian & Carol Balk

Neila & Danny Bendas

Matthew Benedict

Chana & Mel Brody

William H. Bron

Mark & Renee Christman

Greg & Rachel Colker

Lara & Jay Cosentino

Joe DiVito

Joe Eberle

Carol Ellstein

Janis Fink

Joe & Janet Gamson

Ellen Teri Kaplan Goldstein

The Grail Law Firm

Barbara & David Greenberg

Laura Heberton & Mark Shlomchik

Bruce Herschlag & Mary Korytkowski

Justin Johnson

Stephen Jurman & Jeanette Trauth

David & Barbara Kalla

Michael & Janet Kamon

Ari & Karen Lightman

Betty Jo & Howard Louik

Dean & Cynthia Mackin

Louise & Michael Malakoff

Elisa Recht Marlin

Ricardo & Blima Mitre

Kathleen Pennock

Mindy Ranney

Sharon Reinherz

Judith Roscow

Ron & Britt Roteman

Nadene Sales

Joni & Gary Schwager

Minette Seate & Ken Laughton

Doug Smith

Nancy & Gary Tuckfelt

Stephanie Ulmer

Kellee Van Aken & Saul Straussman

Deborah & Thomas Wein

Lou & Amy Weiss

Harry Wenkert & Barbara Ginsburg

Harton Wolf

Barbara Wolvovitz & John Marx

Up to $99

Anonymous (2)

Beverly Barkon

Shelley Beck

David Bergad & David Taylor

Patti & Sandy Berman

Mark M Blatter, M.D.

Cheryl Bradshaw

JoAnn Brandtner

Saraj Breslin

Jonathan & Lisa Budd

Felecia Bute

Tina Calabro

Victoria Carlson

Alvin & Sheila Catz

Garth & Michele Clarke

Elizabeth Connolly

Michael Crow

Carrie Crumpton

Theresa Crytzer

Allison Dapper

Helaine & Rabbi Sion David

Susan Davis & John Pierce

Jessie Demoise

Thria Devlin

Kate Dewey

Barbara DeWitt

John Dickey

Erin Donahoe

Joseph Downing

Nasser Elyaderani

Ivan Lee Engel

Claire Engel & Steve Orstein

Kate Eyerman

Pat & John Farkas

Susan Flynn

Jerome & Robin Friedman

Bruce & Dana Gelman

Mahshid Ghaeeni

Connor Grey

John Haer

Robert & Shoshana Halden

Alan Helgerman

Marshall & Eleanor Hershberg

S. Hirsch

Steve & Adora Holstein

Ilene & Joel Iskoe

Barry Judd & Fran Steger

Amy Kellman

Jungook Kim

Natalie & Carl Kurlander

Shani Lasin & Daniel Rosen

Sean Lawrence

Larry Levine

Martin & Michelle Lubetsky

Kelly Martin

John McIntosh

Edward Mckenna

Karyl Merchant

Michael & Bonnie Mokotoff

Ashli Molinero

Kristina Moriconi

Mark Naborczyk

Phil Nardozzi

Edie Naveh

Martin & Patricia Neidig

Robert Park

Edward Potts

Fred Ramos

Betsy Rascoe

Michael Regan

Robert Reppe

Leila Richards

Morgan Roberts

Bruce & Rachael Rosen

Sabina & Peter Rosenfeld

Yoel & Elena Sadovsky

Samantha Saldana

Edward Scheid

Jason Schlieper

Howard Seltman

Roz Sherman

Ari Shuemake

Kathy Sliko

Felicia Snead

Finnian Snowden

Tom & Debbie Stackrow

Lloyd Stires

Greg Swiderski

Kathryn Tate

Dana Vargo

Lisa Vizzini-Blose

Susan Waggoner

Gail Wedner

Lee & Liora Weinberg

Michael Wettick

Evelyn Whitehill

Rachel Whitman

Emily Whitney

Helen Wingertzahn

Susan Zelicoff
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